
10% Discount at—Pointings Saddlery, Pinkers, Stroud Saddlery and TCS (membership card needed) 

Online discounts at NAF 

 

Chair Kate Nichols 07789 722116 mkatenichols@aol.com 

Secretary Joy Smart 07801 551658  joysmart@smartrain.co.uk  

Treasurer Michelle Hopton 07768 323577 mhopton@deloitte.co.uk 

Membership Terri Sweet 07917 374937 terrisweet12@gmail.com 

Committee  Noolie Gregory 07960 009481 noolie.gregory@astrazeneca.com 

Website/Rallies Jo Webley  07970 783814  joanna.webley@gmail.com 

Newsletter Justine Jackman 07817 923875 justinejackman@yahoo.co.uk 

Committee Jill McFarland 07879 218944 Jill.geoff@btinternet.com 

Committee Jo Dyer 07876 440220 jlpharris@hotmail.com 

Committee Members and Contact Details 

www.bdrc.org.uk 
Emails– Please let bdrc@hotmail.co.uk have 

your most up to date email address as we 
often send out updates by email.  If you 

have anything to share please email it to us 
for onward circulation.  

Newsletter Deadline 
Please send your items/articles to 

bdrc@hotmail.co.uk with any photos. The 
deadline for production of the next  

newsletter is 1 August 2015  

Residential Camp 11th to 14th March Pontispool  
 
It’s the morning of camp! Linda and I packed the Land Rover; we must have had everything except the kitchen sink! We made sure the 
chocolate, G+T and sweets were nice and safe and had a nice steady ride down to camp with the horses in the trailer being very well 
behaved. On arrival, the first thing to find out is which luxury apartment we are in and who’s having the top bunk!!! After settling the horses 
into their stables and unpacking everything, it’s off the canteen to meet everybody else. What a great bunch of ladies and one gent! We all 
talked about what we wanted to achieve during our stay and what we were all scared of doing.  
 
That evening (with two people late due to their lorry breaking down on the roundabout coming into camp—how scary was that!) we had our 
yearly auction with Sue Palfrey as our fantastic Auctioneer. We made just over a thousand pounds which was brilliant and well over our 
target.  
 
We all had fantastic lessons the next day with no fallers but then realised the next day was Friday the 13th. Unlucky for some!! I think we had 
5 wooden spoons to give out the next day but nobody had hurt anything but their pride! Camp is such a great experience for everybody at all 
levels. Just listening to everybody in the evenings talking and laughing about what they had achieved each day and how much they loved 
being with their horses/ponies was fantastic. 
 
I would like to say a big thank you to all who make camp happen and to the instructors Di, Kate and Rachel for being such great instructors. 
As a final note/request, we would like apple pie and custard next year on the menu!  
 
Sandra Jenkins 

 

Captions for these  
Pictures?! 

Free rally to the person who comes up with the 
best caption! (justinejackman@yahoo.co.uk) 

Quote of the Quarter: 
Trakehner? That’s not a breed of horse its a jump..... isn't it? 

Caitlin Banks at  Pontispool Residential Camp 

Message from the Chair 
Hello Everyone, 
We received some sad news at the end of April to say that our Presi-
dent Mrs M MacDonald sadly passed away.  Mrs M MacDonald was 
one of our founding members along with her daughter Janet.  The 
club would not be what it is today without Mrs M MacDonalds input.   
Whoa what a busy few months we have all had! In March we held our 
annual camp at Pontispool where 34 riders and horses all made the 
trip down to Taunton; although we did have to send out for recovery 
due to a breakdown in Taunton.  So please can everyone ensure that 
for yours and your horses safety, ensure that you have breakdown 
cover.  On the first night we held our camp auction and I would like to 
announce that we have raised a massive £1200! This is a huge 
achievement, so thank you to everyone who donated and to all those 
that brought something on the night! We will split the money evenly 
between Gloucestershire Air Ambulance and also Grass Sickness. 
The area competitions are well under way for 2015.  I would like to 
congratulate Jo Dyer for winning her class in the Intermediate Dres-
sage at Leyland Court with a whopping 80%! This meant that she 
qualified for the championships at Bury Farm where she has recently 
returned from, bringing home another ribbon-5th place! The next 
championships will be for the Eventers Challenge open team on the 
30th May- good luck everyone!  If you would like to be considered for 
any of our teams, please contact the Team Managers. 
I would like to welcome three new committee members: Justine Jack-
man, Jill McFarland and Jo Dyer.  Justine will take over as Newsletter 
Editor from Noolie.  Thank you Noolie for all your hard work! So if 
anyone has any stories they would like to include in the newsletter, 
please contact Justine.  
Just a reminder: when attending rallies, can you ensure that you clean 
up after your horse if it poos and please do not tie haynets up to the 
outside of your trailer/lorry.  We are also short of helpers on the 
ground to help out at rallies to pick up poles and poo pick the ar-
ea.  The hours you do will count towards your 5 hours of members 
hours.  Please contact Terri Sweet to let her know how many hours 
you have done and which rally 
you helped at. 
Let's hope the summer weath-
er is here and we all get to 
enjoy our horses in the warmer 
weather! 
Kate  

Combined Training    

19 April at Rabson Manor—organised by Linda Eadie. 
This year BDRC managed to send 3 teams and 3 individuals to the area qualifiers. 
Combined training teams consist of 4 riders; 2 riders ride prelim dressage  and show 
jump 75cm; 2 riders ride novice dressage and then show jump 85cm. 
 
This is the  third year in a row the event has run at Rabson, and the venue and 
organisation worked well.  This year the prelim riders competed before the novice 
riders, and as the show jumping area  was reasonably well removed from the 
dressage arenas it led to quite a relaxed environment.   
 
All our riders did well,  some posting exceptionally good dressage scores, and more 
than most jumping clear. The  show jumping time was tight and this caught a few out; 
but all three teams posted a completing score (the best 3 scores count) and although 
we didn't qualify a team or individuals  this year we did have some very good results, 
and I am sure we can qualify next year. A well done is due to all our competitors but 
special mention is due to: 
 
Team yellow - 6th overall out of 22 teams. 
Jo Dyer— 2nd in her novice arena,  
Shanice Walton— 2nd in her novice arena 
Alison Hawkins— 3rd overall prelim, 2nd in her prelim arena 
Jill McFarland—6th in her prelim arena.  
 
Team yellow Jo dyer, Genevieve Wilkes, Dana Parry, Teresa Ventimiglia  
Team white Sue Meredith, Shanice Walton, Sue Excell, Heidi Benson 
Team green Michelle Hopton, Kathleen Griffiths, Jill Macfarland,  Alison Hawkins  
Individuals Fran Crawley, Dana Ewans, Dee Hargreaves.   
 
I would like to thank Justine Jackman and Hazel Weyman for arranging a dressage 
clinic using the CT dressage tests, Rachel Sheldon for running a combined rally and 
helping with teams, and Sue Micklewright for helping at the training and the event 
and Ros D’Ath for also  helping at the event.  
Many thanks,  Linda 

Issue 42—June 2015 

Harry Meade Work Out 
On Thursday 4th December I made my way to Rectory Farm for a lesson kindly or-
ganised by Horse and Hound Magazine with Harry Meade.  This all came about be-
cause I am on the reader panel with Horse and Hound and a few weeks prior they 
had emailed the panel asking for 3 riders, one from each discipline, wanting to im-
prove on your bad habits as a rider.  I replied back based on our dressage and want-
ing to move from Elementary up to Medium in 2015, I advised that I tended to look 
down and my heels coming up.  I didn't expect to get selected, but I soon had a reply 
asking if I was available on the 4th.  I jumped at the chance even if I was going to 
have my bad habits photographed! 
The lesson started with warming Ben up as I would normally which gave Harry 
chance to assess us as a combination.  He got me riding in straight lines and looking 
where I was going, we did this  in all paces.  It may sound silly, but it took another 
instructor to explain things in a different way; in a way that I could picture more clearly 
to resolve my issues!  The two key things I have taken away were: in order to look up, 
stretch up through my chest so that I am longer in front than up my back; second was 
to stop me tipping forwards, Harry explained that you are holding a postcard with two 
hands and that you then post through a post box.  As soon as I did this, Ben started 
to swing more from behind and was able to carry himself without my weight on his 
shoulders.  This in turn prevented my heels from rising up as well. 
All I have to do is now keep applying this to my everyday schooling and hopefully I 
will start to see my scores improve even more. Kate Nichols 
We have been lucky enough to secure some rallies with Harry (Please see the rally 
page) Please book early to avoid disappointment ! 
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The Newsletter Lives On! 
You may all recall that in the last newsletter, Noolie mentioned that if 
no one stepped forward to take over the newsletter, it would be no 
more. I’m not sure I stepped forward but I’ve certainly been 
persuaded! So please all help me to keep the newsletter going by 
sending me all your stories, competition escapades and any other 
horsey related information that you would like to share—pictures too 
please! In the meanwhile, bear with me while I get used to this new 
responsibility and I apologise in advance for poor publication 
production or editing failures. I look forward to hearing from you all 
through the summer. You can send me your stories via 
justinejackman@yahoo.co.uk.  Thanks! Justine 



www.bdrc.org.uk 

Rally cancelled? Contact details? Qualifier dates? Have a look online at bdrc.org.uk.  We are also on Face-
book find us under "Berkeley& District Riding club"  Please ensure that any relevant facebook posts are also 

emailed to bdrc@hotmail.co.uk for circulation as not everyone ―does‖ facebook! 

Eventers Challenge and 
Horse Trials 
I have recently taken over the Eventers challenge teams and Horse 
Trials team.  
 
We had a great start at Wickstead Horse Play where we sent a 90 cm 
team and pairs and a 100cm team. The 90cm were in 1st place up 
until the last two teams where they got knocked to 3rd but had 3 great 
rounds from Nicki Davies, Genevieve Wilkes and Sarah Webber. The 
pairs didn't quite go to plan on the day for the 1st pair Kathleen Grif-
fiths but Sam Gibbs was still allowed to go who had a fab round on her 
big baby. Then last was the 100cm. Claire Rudge, Frankie Malecki, 
Laura Nelmes and Jo Dyer. They all produced fab rounds with 2 dou-
ble clears from Jo and Laura. Laura won the individual section and the 
team won with a clear lead which qualified us for the Champs as Aston 
Le Walls on Sat the 30th.  
 
The team for the champs is Laura, Claire and 2 new members of the 
team Alissia Robins and myself.  
 
We also have the Horse Trials qualifier coming up on the 28th June. I 
have lots of interest and have entered 2x 80 and 90 teams, 1x 100 
team and an individual 100+. Hopefully the club will be bringing home 
rosettes, big smiles and qualifications.  
 
Please feel free to contact me regarding any of the teams if you are 
still interested.  
 
Happy Eventing!  Leanne Webber 

Dressage  
We have the Dressage to Music Qualifier taking place on 6th June at Burrows 
Court. Unfortunately this falls on the same day as the BDRC ODE but I'm 
wishing all the girls a fantastic day. We also have the Summer Dressage 
competition on the 12th July which is taking place at Rabson Manor. So far 
since becoming Dressage Manager I have thoroughly enjoyed all the compe-
titions which have taken place and everyone has been fantastic. The last 
competition held at Leyland Court was amazing with everyone pulling out 
some wonderful results, with Joanne Dyer qualifying as an Individual to repre-
sent us at the Championships held at Bury Farm. These days out are a bril-
liant way to show your support for the club and meet new/existing members.  
  
Lucy Baggs 

New Discount 
Pointings Saddlery Bath 

BA1 9BT 
www.pointings-
saddlery.com 

Please show your membership 
card for a 10% discount.   

We will now accept cheques or Paypal to pay for all rallies. If 
you decide you would prefer to pay by paypal please can you 
add an additional £1 to your rally fee, before sending the 
money to bdrc@hotmail.co.uk. This is to cover Paypal’s charg-
es.  Think of this as the same cost as a stamp and an enve-
lope. Also in the notes section, please can you put your 

name and the date of the rally.  This will help us link the payment to the rally. Think of it like 
putting name and date of rally on the back of your cheques!! The same principle applies as 
before: 
1.Check with the rally organiser if there is a space on the rally 
2. Then inform the rally organiser whether you are going to send cheque or make payment by 
paypal.  

Dressage Championships  
Rosie and I went to Bury Farm Equestrian, Leighton Buzzard to compete in 
the Riding Club Dressage Championships.  We decided to go on the Friday 
night and let Rosie have her first ever sleep over.  She is 12yrs old now and 
has never stabled away but we thought it preferable to subjecting her to a 
three and a half hour journey and then competing. 
Poor girl, I swear when we got her off the trailer and led her down this long 
line of indoor stables she thought we had sold her, she was a bit traumatized.  
I was just so relieved we had not been given the temporary stabling which all 
had big green plastic roofs that were blowing in a gale.  I don’t think Rosie 
would have dealt with that at all!  We stayed with her for an hour or so and as 
she seemed to be dealing with it, went off to find our room for the night.  
My mum and a friend had come with me so there was a bit of a party atmos-
phere but we were good girls and went to bed quite early. 
The next morning I was keen to get to see Rosie early to see if she had en-
dured a sleepless night but was pleased to see that she had been lying down 
so must have got some rest! 
She was rather excited when I took her for a walk out but seemed more re-
laxed when I was with her and settled quite well. 
We made a few friends whilst watching others and the atmosphere was excit-
ing but relaxed too. 
I had plenty of time to plait up, Rosie accepted this and nodded off a bit which 
was almost a bit worrying as it made me wonder just how much sleep she had 
managed.    
Bury Farm is a lovely venue, plenty of space and the surfaces are good.  Ro-
sie worked in well and really tried to concentrate on me.  I was a bit disap-
pointed to being going first in my arena as that is not usually to your ad-
vantage  
We did our best and my dear Rosie tried her hardest although I was aware of 
some tension. 
She finished 5th in a very closely marked class and I was delighted with her.  
We had a long journey home and got home exhausted but pleased.  I thor-
oughly enjoyed the experience and I hope I did our Riding Club justice.  
 
Jo Dyer 
 
 

Flatwork —Kate Scott 

Date Venue Time 

Sun 28th June  Wislow Farm GL27AF 2 & 3 pm 

Sun 12th July  Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 10 & 11am 

Contact Karen Gobey Cost £17 

RalliesRalliesRallies   

Intro Di Sealey (10 & 11 Flat, 12 Jump) 

Date Venue Time 

Sat 20 June Billow Farm GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sun 5 July Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 18 July Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 1 Aug Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 15 Aug Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 29 Aug Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 12 Sept Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 26 Sept Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 10 Oct Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Sat 24 Oct Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11am & 12pm 

Contact Sally Page Cost £17 

Safety Measure—Could all members ensure that when you attend rallies or other events that you either have on you or leave with the organiser/instructor  a con-
tact number and any relevant medical information, so that in the event of an accident we can contact family or friends.  Riders will be required to wear a  

body protector at ALL cross country rallies. 

Furze Down Farm BS32 4LE  Thurs 2nd July Thurs 6th Aug. 6.30pm onward. £3 per 
round, Contact Charlotte Brain 07960 891782 Lottie_kunz@yahoo.co.uk. Whether you 

just want to go over poles on the ground or jump 3ft plus come and join us.   

Members Showjumping 

 
Rally Cheques to: 
Jo Webley —19 Viburnum Rd, Almondsbury, Bristol, BS32 4DH—07970 783814 joanne.webley@gmail.com 
Karen Gobey—6 John Bevan Close, Uplands, Stroud, GL5 1UL, 07789072870, Karengobey@yahoo.co.uk 
Nicki Davies, 25 Meadow Vale, Cam GL11 6HQ nicki_r_davies@hotmail.com 07733108479 
Sue Micklewright Byres Water, Frampton Upon Severn, GL2 7EQ 07854 123208 sue_micklewright@hotmail.com 
Sally Page—Firing Close Farm, Wickwar, Wotton-Under-Edge GL12 8PE 07917 619023 sallyapage@adpgroupltd.com 
Dee Hargreaves 5 Brookcoat Drive, Littlestoke, Bristol BS34 6LG 07954 074047 d.hargreaves@googlemail.com 
Terri Sweet—24 Hill Burn, Henleaze, Bristol, BS9 4RH 07917 374937 terrisweet12@gmail.com 

Forthcoming Events 
Date Details Locations Contact 

28th June  Horse Trials West Wilts Leanne Webber-
leanne@lwequestrian.com 

3rd 4th July Non residential 
Camp  

Billow Farm Jill McFarland 
jill.geoff@btinternet.com  

5th July  Show/Style 
Jumping 

Leyland Court Caitlin Banks cait-
banks@icloud.com 

12th July Dressage Rabson Manor Lucy Baggs 
lucy.baggs@btinternet.com 

Flatwork/ Jumping—Helen James 

Date Venue Time 

Wed 15th July Hollow Farm GL2 3SG  6.30—7.30pm 

Contact: Sue Micklewright Cost £15 

Show Jumping —Rachel Sheldon 

Date Venue Time 

Tue 23 June Furze Down Farm 6 & 7pm 

Tue 7 July Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 11am & 12 

Tue 21 July Furze Down Farm 6 & 7pm 

Tue 28 July Furze Down Farm 6 & 7pm 

Tue 18 Aug Furze Down Farm 6 & 7pm 

Tue 1 Sept Furze Down Farm 11am & 12 

Tue 15 Sept Furze Down Farm 11am & 12pm 

Tue 29 Sept Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 11am & 12pm 

Tue 13 Oct Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 11am & 12pm 

Tue 27 Oct Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 11am & 12pm 

Contact Jo Webley Cost £15 

Flat/Jumping: Tom Buckland  
(10 & 11 Flat, 12 Jump) 

Date Venue Time 

Wed 17 June Billow Farm GL13 9HF  10, 11 &12 

Wed 1 July Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11 &12 

Wed 15 July Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11 &12 

Wed 12 Aug Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11 &12 

Wed 26 Aug Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11 &12 

Wed 9 Sept Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11 &12 

Wed 23 Sept Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11 &12 

Wed 7 Oct Billow Farm  GL13 9HF  10, 11 &12 

Wed 4 Oct  Billow Farm GL13 9HF  10, 11 &12 

Contact  Dee Hargreaves Cost £18 

Booking a Rally: For all rallies, please send your name, tel no., a list of rallies and post dated 
cheques (made payable to B&DRC with details on the back of each separate cheque) to the organis-
ers.  Or you can pay by PayPal adding an extra £1 to the cost and add your names and rally date to 
the notes section.  Places will not be guaranteed unless payment has been received at least one 
week before the rally date.  Insufficient places booked one week before will result in the rally being 
cancelled.  Cancellations must be received at least one week prior to the rally; payments will be tak-
en unless places can be filled.  

Rallies with Harry Meade 

Date Venue Time 

16th June Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 6 and 7 pm 

15th July Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 6 and 7 pm 

17th August Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 6 and 7 pm 

22nd Sept Smith’s Acton Turnville GL9 1HB 6 and 7 pm 

Contact Karen Gobey Cost £40 (max of 3 people./session) 

XC with Rachel Sheldon 

Date Venue Time 

Sun 21 June Manor Farm 2:30  to 4:30pm 

Contact Nicki Davies, Cost £30 

Dressage Clinics at Burrows court will be organised throughout 
the year. Details will be issued via email, facebook and BDRC 

website. 
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